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For Immediate Release

Flirt With France Gala Celebrates Opening of MOAS Visible Storage Building

Daytona Beach, Fla. (16 Feb. 2011) – The Museum of Arts and Sciences is pleased to announce the grand opening of its newly built Helene B. Roberson Visible Storage Building.  This building, unique in the state of Florida, will open in style at An Art Affair: Flirt With France gala on Saturday, February 26, 2011.

The state-of-the-art, 4,400 square foot addition to the Museum, made possible through a generous donation from Mrs. Helene B. Roberson and funding from the County of Volusia ECHO grant program, will display important works from the Museum’s collection in a glass-fronted, open storage format and contain art and artifacts not currently on exhibit.  The Helene B. Roberson Visible Storage Building is the only such facility for art and decorative art objects in Florida.
“I have always wanted to do something for the Museum of Arts and Sciences because I love the Museum and would like this great community to continue to enjoy the cultural arts.  The Visible Storage Building takes the beautiful pieces from hiding and brings them out for all to enjoy,” says Helene B. Roberson with regard to her passion and financial support of the project.

The first display of the Helene B. Roberson Visible Storage Building will include selections from the Museum’s extensive European and American furniture collection, as well as significant art and artifacts from the Arts in the Age of Napoleon Collection, one of the most richly historic collections of Napoleonic holdings in the Southeastern United States.

The Napoleon Collection inspired the theme of An Art Affair: Flirt With France, an event that will celebrate French culture, music and food with French wine tasting and culinary stations and French-themed vignettes and exhibits throughout the Museum.  The Museum will also host French dignitaries and offer a singular selection of silent auction prizes, including trips and unique French collectibles.

An Art Affair: Flirt With France will be held on Saturday, February 26 from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., with a VIP reception from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the Museum of Arts and Sciences, located at 352 South Nova Road in Daytona Beach.  Event tickets are $100 each.  Patron and sponsor packages, which include the VIP reception an hour before the gala main event, start at $300 each.

Thank you to event patrons including Pat and Ed Jackson and the Guild of the Museum of Arts and Sciences.  Event sponsors include Cici and Hyatt Brown, Lynn and Preston Root, the Root Family Foundation, the Alliance Française, Fabco, Consulate of France, World Market, Riverside Catering and Sister Cities.

For more information, please call the Museum of Arts and Sciences at 386.255.0285 or visit www.moas.org.

##
For more information or for a media pass to the event, please contact Deborah B. Allen.

Planetarium and laser shows daily. Museum Hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Tuesday - Saturday) and 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. (Sunday). Closed Mondays, except holidays. Museum admission is $12.95 for adults; $6.95 Children 6-17; $10.95 for seniors and students; members and children 5 and under are free. Admission includes planetarium. Parking is free. MOAS is fully accessible to the handicapped. MOAS is located at 352 S. Nova Road, Daytona Beach, Florida 32114. For more information call 386/255-0285 or visit the web site www.moas.org.

Programs sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, the Florida Arts Council, the National Endowment for the Arts and the County of Volusia.
