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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

 
The Museum of Arts and Sciences OPENS

Gamble Place at Spruce Creek

Daytona Beach, Fla. (29 June 2010) – The Museum of Arts and Sciences is pleased to announce that due to a generous contribution from an anonymous donor it will open its doors once again at Gamble Place for weekend tours.  The cracker-style winter residence of James N. Gamble (of Proctor and Gamble) will re-open Friday, July 16, 2010. 

Educational tours of the grounds and buildings built by Gamble and his family will be offered to the public by the Museum of Arts and Sciences Fridays and Saturdays from 10am to 3pm with guided house tours at 10am, 12pm and 2pm. Tours are $6 for adults, $5 for seniors and $3 for children 6 to 17; children 5 and under will be admitted for free. Tours for 10 or more are available 7 days per week with advance reservation.
“The donation we have been given should keep the houses and surrounding land open to the public for at least a year. During that time we hope to come up with new ways to create income for the estate and encourage community involvement and interest,” says Wayne D. Atherholt, Executive Director of the Museum.

The property, which contains a conservation easement held by The Nature Conservancy, was never intended for high traffic.  “Our goal is to provide access for children and families on a limited basis to learn about the history and environment of the Gamble Place,” added Atherholt. 
The City of Port Orange entered into a forty year lease agreement with the Museum in 2001 for the operation of a park and recreational facility on the property; however, in 2007 the City opted not to renew its lease due to budget constraints.  At the same time State funding for historical programs ceased and county-wide budget cuts resulted in the loss of funding for student programs once provided by the School Board of Volusia County.  "While it has taken us longer than anticipated to re-open the facility, we have been diligent in trying to ensure sustainability of the site, while honoring the intentions of the original land donor,” stated Atherholt.
The property was purchased in 1898 by James N. Gamble, a long time winter resident of Daytona Beach, for use as a hunting and fishing retreat.  In 1907, he built the small cracker-style cottage he dubbed “Egwanulti”, a Native American word meaning “by the water”.  In true Florida style, the house is complete with an adjacent citrus packing house and orange grove.  In 1938  Judge Alfred K. Nippert, Gamble’s son-in-law, constructed a charming replica of Snow White and the Seven Dwarf’s cottage on the land, complete with a Witch’s Hut, Dwarfs’ Mine Shaft and an elaborate network of rocks and gardens.

Also included on the grounds is a 175-acre park with trails that cover five ecosystems and is home to many endangered and threatened species.

For questions about visiting Gamble Place please contact the Museum at (386) 255-0285, visit www.moas.org/gambleplace, or email gambleplace@moas.org.
###

For more information, images, or interviews please contact Christina Lane at clane@moas.org. 

Museum of Arts and Sciences: Planetarium and laser shows daily. Museum Hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Tuesday - Saturday) and 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. (Sunday). Closed Mondays, except holidays. Museum admission is $12.95 for adults; $6.95 Children 6-17; $10.95 for seniors and students; members and children 5 and under are free. Admission includes planetarium. Parking is free. MOAS is fully accessible to the handicapped. MOAS is located at 352 S. Nova Road, Daytona Beach, Florida 32114. For more information call 386/255-0285 or visit the web site www.moas.org.

Programs sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, the Florida Arts Council, the National Endowment for the Arts and the County of Volusia.

